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The Chairman writes.......

The SKYCITY Starlight Symphony was

again an unforgettable experience for
many. Maybe some of that may well
have been due to the rather soggy
nature of the Friday night rehearsal, or it
may have been your first time in the
massed choir or for others it may have
been the appearance of Dame Kiri. To
all of you who participated, my thanks
for making the choir such a large and
successful one this year, for working at
your music and for being very
philosophical about the weather. My
thanks also goes to our committee
member, Leonie Lawson, who again
took on the major share of the choir’s
organisation. To those of you whose
music books have never arrived in the
post, my apologies. | am still pursuing
that with NZ Post as their disappearance
seems to be a mystery to all.

Peter Watts, the Director of Music for the
Auckland Choral Society, was invited to
attend our latest meeting to give his
perspective of what choirs may need to
assist them. An informative and
constructive paper was presented to us
with suggestions which we shall be
addressing in the coming months. We
have also made some appointments:
Fraser Fauknor is the co-ordinator for The
Big Sing and can be contacted at

faulknor@clear.net/nz and Cathy

Blomfield is the co-ordinator for The Kids
Sing. Her contact address is
cath.blomfield@actrix.co.nz

The Choral Conducting Clinics, about
which there is more information in the
text of this newsletter, is a venture put in
place across the nation by the
Governance Board which | find very
exciting. May | take this opportunity to
commend them to you all; to your
conductors, prospective conductors
and your choristers, in my most urgent of
voices. We must make the most of this
fantastic opportunity to learn all we can
from such a gifted and knowledgeable
teacher.

Lastly, | would like to highlight our up-
coming AGM. Please encourage at
least a couple of people from your choir
to attend this meeting. We do have
some of our committee resigning after
many years of wonderful service so we
are looking for people with particular
skills. If you feel that you have an interest
in being on the committee, even for a
year to begin, please send me a brief
note outlining your strengths, area of
interest and your past experience as
well as your choral background. We are
also looking for people who have the
time and inclination to fill the role of a
“volunteer” from time to time, and
would appreciate hearing from you.
Please let me know through my email


mailto:faulknor@clear.net/nz

(Lleddy@xtra.co.nz ) or by phone (476
4049) Wishing you all the best for your
practices and concerts — and don't

Starlight Symphony

The SKYCITY Starlight Symphony event
was an unprecedented success in the
number of singers involved in the
massed chaoir, the excellent
performance of an exciting choral
programme and the opportunity to sing
'Hine, hine' with Dame Kiri te Kanawa.

The weather was horrendous for the
rehearsal in the Domain on Friday night -
an experience we will never forget -
with pelting rain, gale force winds
blowing in our faces while we tried to
prevent the plastic ponchos from taking

off into the wind, and sodden pages in

the music books. However, the choir
was good spirited about it all and Dame

Kiri commended us for being 'brave'!

There have been many comments from
the audience about the excellent sound
from the choir and this was in no small
way due to the preparatory hard work
of John Rosser, the conductor, at the
two rehearsals. Comments from singers
who took part are included in this
newsletter.

Registrations totaled 720, but due to the
concert being deferred to the Sunday
night because of bad weather, some
singers from out of town had to return
home earlier in the day. Singers came
from Wanganui, New Plymouth,
Whangarei, Kerikeri, Tauranga, Rotorua,
Te Puke,Hamilton and Hawkes Bay to
join with representatives from 43 NZCF
choirs and it is hoped that all will again
take part in 2009 as this is a satisfactory
number for such an outdoor event.

Leonie Lawson

Convenor

forget to register for the Conducting
Clinics!

Olive Leddy

SKYCITY Starlight Symphony Massed
choir.

“Wow once again it was fantastic. We
were so flat on Friday we hadn't the
heart to sing, | know John understood. |
had a cannon ball land on my head,
can't wait till next year. Well done you
lot. See you next year.”

Irene Dawson who once sang with the
great Diva, blown away. Good on yer
Leonie.

“Pleasure, fellowship, education -
particularly for those of us who are not
sight readers - the experience of joining
hundreds of others to make a gladsome
noise, what more do you want?

That was Thursday. Friday's rain brought
a somewhat different perspective but,
certainly in the ranks of the first basses,
the overall mood remained amazingly
cheerful as we kept reminding ourselves
we were doing it for fun and enjoyed
watching a young man's efforts
to master the intricacies of donning a
plastic poncho.

Saturday's washout came as no surprise
and gave an opportunity to spend more
time deciphering the dots on the soggy
pages.

Sunday saw an air of gloom until we
heard it was on...... Hooray, the sun
came out! Spirits rose as we realised that
there was, after all, going to be a
respectable audience. After the Gloria
we felt growing confidence,
dented somewhat by Marc's breakneck
pace for Aida, but Kiri's performance, on
the other hand, made it all worthwhile.
Showered in firework detritus, we set off
home to the usual chorus of "See you
next year". Norbury Teare
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Celeste Oram wrote:

“With a repertoire of truly fantastic
opera choruses, a world-famous opera
diva, and stormy weather of
apocalyptical proportions, this year's
Starlight Symphony was certainly a
memorable one in many respects

Of course it goes without saying that it
was a huge honour to sing with Dame
Kiri, which gave a very inspiring sense of
occasion to what was by no means “just
another Starlight Symphony.” And in the
howling wind and rain, our music took
on a new intensity. In the instance of
Vivaldi’'s Gloria, it is quite one thing to
praise God in a civilised Baroque
manner when in a grand cathedral, but

it is quite another to declaim “glory” in
thoroughly miserable weather; and
singing Bizet's March of the Toreadors, |
got the impression that we were the die-
hard fans of bull-fighting who had
mustered up all their resolve to attend. It
seemed this year proved that no matter
the weather, the Starlight Symphony will
always be a much-loved, magical
event.”

“Singing with the Massed Choir has
been a challenging, uplifing and

thrilling experience. Joining with so
many voices is food for the soul, and as
well, is great fun. | must say that when
Kiri's voice soared above the choir
towards the end of "Hine" | became

covered in goose bumps......... THAT was
worth all the rehearsal time.”
Sarah Coxhead

Barbara Phare , 81 yrs, a member of the
South Auckland Choral Society since its
inception, was initially brought along by
her daughter and has come ever since.
She loves singing  with others
accompanied by an orchestra. Music is
just such a huge part of her life. She also
loves the lasers, the canon and the
fireworks!

Emily ,10 yrs, found it very exciting and a
good experience for singing in the
children’s choir she attends. She felt she

had learned to work with other people
better.

Glenis just loves it! She loves to see all
the families come and loves the fact
that they are exposed to classical music
as well as there being no charge. She
has sung in the massed choir every year
and will continue to do so as long as she
can walk and sing.

Terry — “Just because | love singing!”

Michael —* | sing because that's what |
do!”

Tim = “It's a really fulfilling experience.”

Ronnie - “lt's my favourite musical
happening. Having come  from
overseas, and realising that there is
freedom to come and sit and enjoy
such guality music making is beyond me
— it's amazing! Therefore | will never miss
being a part. Giving back to the
community is so important.”

National Choral
Conducting Clinics 2008

Olive Leddy

The NZCF Governance Board has
organised a series of conducting clinics
nationwide with internationally
recognised tutors from abroad.

If you are in any way involved in choral
conducting, or even considering it, |
would like to recommend these clinics
to you in the strongest possible manner.

In Auckland, we are fortunate to have
two separate weekends available to us.
The same material will be covered at
each so registration would be for one of
the weekends. The dates are :

22-24 August which we are suggesting
that less experienced conductors
attend



29-31 August which will be for more
experienced conductors.

The tutor is Rodney Eichenberger
who was Professor of Choral Music
and Conductor of the Chamber
Singers at the University of Southern
California  from 1976-1990. Rod
currently teaches part time at Florida
State University and continues to
lecture and guest conduct
throughout the world. His ‘bio’ is
impressive and | can add personally
that the ISSCC | attended where Rod
was teaching, was a fantastic time
of learning which | will value forever.

There can be only 20 conductors for
a weekend. (At any level of
conducting).The age limit for young
conductors is set at 16 years of age
but they must have a good music
background and excellent music
reading skills.

It will cost conductors $110 so we
suggest that choirs or schools pay for
their conductor as the benefits will
be huge. This cost covers copies of
complimentary study copies of the
music to be conducted which will be
supplied in advance.

Conductors will be invited to a Friday
night function as well as the
weekend tutoring.

If you would like to attend but may
not be ready to go for the full
“putting yourself on the line” or you
are an interested singer, there are
spaces at each weekend for fifty
(50) singers at a cost of $40 for NZCF
members or $50 for non-members.
We suggest that choirs also sponsor
a couple of singers to support their
conductor and help implement
ideas to the remainder of the choir.
The conductors, when not being
tutored would be a part of the choir.
Obviously, having a choir to work
with is very necessary for the

conductors, so we encourage many
of you to take this option.

There are also places for observers at
$30.

The times will be from 9.00 am -
4.30pm on Saturday and 1.00pm-
5.00pm on Sunday.

Morning and afternoon tea
refreshments will be provide along
with Saturday’s lunch.

The venue is yet to be confirmed.

| am excited at this great possibility!
Think about the numbers of choral
conductors and choir members who will

learn about  choral conducting

techniques, rehearsal methodologies,
new repertoire, vocal expertise not to

mention the networking and sharing of

ideas amongst like-minded people. The

standard of choral music will continue to

rise as more people take these
opportunities.

If you conduct a choir or sing in a choir
anywhere in  Auckland or the
surrounding areas, | think this should be
a top priority.

Registration will be on a “first come first
served” basis. The registration form can
be downloaded from our web site,

www.nzcf-auckland.com or you may
wish to phone Olive Leddy (4764049) for
a brochure to be posted to you. Please
post all registration forms to :

Choral Conducting Clinic
NZCF Auckland

PO Box 10 9002
Newmarket

Auckland



http://www.nzcf-auckland.com/
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Peter Watts

With a
celebratory
concert in the
Auckland Town Hall on Saturday 19 April
Peter Watts brings an end to 20 years as
Musical Director of Auckland Choral,
New Zealand's most long-lived choir.

We asked him about his life, his music
and what lies ahead.

| came to New Zealand first in 1971 while
travelling the world, met a Kiwi girl,
found a job, joined a choir and have
been here ever since. | was fortunate to
join the Dorian Choir in the 70s and
enjoyed the wonderful leadership of
Peter Godfrey and participation in two
European Tours which included singing
at the Proms, the Aldeburgh Festival and
the Three Choirs Festival. | have always
been grateful to Peter for his inspiration
and his confidence in me. For a number
of years | was the Dorian Choir’s deputy
conductor and had many opportunities

to conduct them and devise concerts
for them.

| also conducted the Auckland
Secondary Schools Orchestra during
those early years and that gave me
some valuable orchestral experience.

From 1980-84 | taught at Auckland
University and had the good fortune,
when Peter Godfrey moved to
Wellington, to take over the choral
aspects, working with the University
Singers, Choral Society and Chamber
Orchestra.

A brief period living in Wanganui
followed and then a return to Auckland
in 1986 with the determination to try to
carve out a life as a freelance musician.
The last two decades have been full of
a rich variety of music making.

At the heart of it has been my work with
Auckland Choral | guest conducted
their Messiah in 1986 then became their
Assistant Musical Director in 1987 and
Musical Director in 1988.

There have been some wonderful times
over these years. The choir has
commissioned and premiéred numerous
new works from New Zealand
composers and given first NZ
performances of works by composers
from other countries, as well as regularly
performing the great repertoire for large
choir and orchestra. I've been very
fortunate to conduct a number of
performances of Beethoven's Missa
Solemnis, Verdi's Requiem and
Vaughan Williams' A Sea Symphony as
well as countless Messiahs and one very
notable Dream of Gerontius by Elgar.

| wouldn't say I've conducted all the
repertoire | would like to for large choir
but I've had a pretty good go!
Particularly significant for me has been
forming Pipers Sinfonia, a wonderful
orchestra of baroque minded players
led by  Graham McPhail, who
accompany the choir for works from the
Baroque and Classical periods.

2005 was an especially exciting year as
the choir celebrated its 150 t birthday
with thrilling concerts, a sumptuous
dinner, inspiring guests, a South Island
tour, a celebratory history published and

a great deal of meeting up with old
friends. I'm still amazed at the fortitude
of the early settlers who immediately
went about founding a choir.

Adrienne Simpson’'s  Hallelujahs and
History published as part of the 150
celebrations is a fascinating account of



the choir’s life and a wonderful piece of
NZ social history.

What about life after Auckland Choral? |
think in many ways it won't change
much, just have more flexibility.
Alongside my work with the choir there
has always been much other music
making. My wife, soprano Katharine
Watts, and | love devising and giving
unusual song recitals and we have
travelled the country doing this from
Kaitaia to Dunedin (we're going to add
Invercargill later this year). We are very
interested in poetry as well as song and
try to combine the two in our recitals.

Our latest project Inspired takes inspired
words set by inspired composers and
aims to give inspiring performances in
inspiring venues. We started this project
in one of NZs most treasured locations,
the Mission Church at Waimate North.
This year's performances will include
Auckland, New Plymouth, Invercargill,
Dunedin, Oamaru, anywhere where we
are wanted!

Katharine and | also run a concert series
at All Saints’ Church in Howick. Each
year we organise about 25 concerts

giving a wide variety of performers, both

emerging and  experienced, the

opportunity to perform for a generous

audience who support these concerts

with great enthusiasm.

Then there is Calico Jam Vocal
Ensemble. This group of six singers
includes some of Auckland’s most
experienced  choralists. We love
performing unusual concerts as well as
entertaining at functions.

There are always one-off concerts like
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater coming up on
18 March at St Luke’s, Remuera with
Katharine and Mary Newman-Pound as
soloists and a skilled string ensemble.
I've been very fortunate to be able to
persuade many excellent musicians to
co-operate with my cajoling over the
years, and | hope this will continue.

| expect to do some more examining
work for Trinity Guildhall . This gives me
the chance to visit some interesting
places as well as encourage talented
young musicians all around the world.
2008 takes me to Australia and Hong
Kong.

So | don't think there will be any
shortage of things to do, but | will miss
the warm camaraderie of Auckland
Choral . They are an exceptional group
of people, caring and passionate about
what they do. It's been a great privilege
working with them for 20 years and |
wish them well for their future.

Peter's Farewell Concert with Auckland
Choral is at 7.30pm on Saturday 19 April
at the Auckland Town Hall.

David Hamilton: The Ring of Words
(Premiere performance)

Andrew Carter: Benedicite  with
Auckland Girls’ Choir

Beethoven: Mass in C with
Emma Roxburgh - soprano
Mary Newman-Pound -mezzo
Brent Read — tenor
Wade Kernot - baritone
Accompanied by Pipers Sinfonia (leader
Graham McPhail)

Tickets at 0800TICKETEK

More information phone Ruth Farrant 358
2892

Member choif news

Greater Auckland
Chorus

The Greater Auckland Chorus, four times
champion Womens' Barbershop chorus
in New Zealand, have recently returned



from Calgary, Canada, where they
competed in the 2007 International
Convention of Sweet  Adelines.
International judges had some glowing
comments

“You sing with verve and command”

“Wow! Lots of power and skill pouring
over the footlights!”

“That tag was exquisite!”

The chorus, with 4 previous convention
contests under their belt, feels this was
their best performance at an
international convention ever, with the
unit very tight and synchronization
particularly strong.

The chorus is made up of women from
as young as 11 through to some
approaching their 8 ™ decade. They
meet up once a week to rehearse in Mt
Eden and travel from all corners of
Auckland to do so. Their distinctive style
of singing features four-part a cappella
harmonies and entertaining
choreography, setting them apart from
other, more formal, choirs.

If you are looking for an exciting outlet
for your singing voice, and want to find
out more about women’s barbershop,
call the director, Melody Lowe, or just
turn up at one of the rehearsal sessions
from 7pm onwards on Tuesday evenings
at Balmoral Bowling Club, Mont Le
Grand Rd, Balmoral, Auckland.

Pakuranga Choral
Society

"Pakuranga Choral is delighted to
welcome back David Hamilton to
conduct their first concert of 2008.
David has chosen Gounod's Messe
Solinnelle together with two
compositions of his own, namely Missa
Semplice and Psalm 121. The choir will

be joined by the Kentoris Choir from St
Kentigern College. Michael Bell will
accompany the choir for the Gounod
and Val Sowerby will play the piano
accompaniment for the Hamilton
works. Derek Hill and Clare Filer will
perform the solo work.

Rehearsals commence on 18 February
and new members, especially tenors,
will

be very welcome.

Concert date is Sunday 25 May 2008 at
All Saints Church, Howick. at 2.00p.m."

Massed Youth Voices
Join in Christmas
Concert

It was one of the biggest massed youth
choirs in the country and it performed at
the Holy Trinity Cathedral on Friday 30th
November.  Approximately 190 young
singers and musicians between the ages
of 8 and 25 years from The Auckland
Boys' Choir, the Auckland Girls' Choir,
Auckland Youth Choir and the Aotea
Youth Symphony, combined under the
“umbrella” name of The 'Celebration of
Youth' to perform a variety of popular
Christmas music.  The Holy Trinity Choral
Scholar, Nicholas Sutcliffe
accompanied the concert on Organ.

This “Celebration of Youth at Christmas”
concert has become an annual event,
each year growing in size and
popularity.  With this in mind The Holy
Trinity Cathedral has become the venue
of choice to accommodate the swelling
number of concert goers — over 700
attended.

"This is an amazing experience — both for
the audience and the young people
performing,” says Leonie Lawson,
Director of Music of the Auckland Girls'
Choir. "It gives youth, many of whom will



progress into full time music careers, a
chance to perform on a scale seldom
realised. We do this concert annually.
And every year these youngsters gain in
confidence and professional
experience through this one event. It's
an entrée into a much higher level of
musical poise. It's a concert for the
whole family. You even get a chance to
join in the singing for some of the
numbers!" says Leonie.

A Christmas tree was erected for the
Concert. Choir and orchestra members
placed gifts under the tree and the
children of families attending were
encouraged to donate a gift instead of
paying an entry fee. These gifts were
donated to the Anglican Trust for
Women and Children and KidzFirst
Children's Hospital.

This concert was supported by Auckland
City Creative Communities, Scottwood
Trust and Perry Foundation.

Phone;: 974-2227 or Email:

admin@ayc.org.nz__ for information.

South Auckland Choral

Auckland Premiere of "The Armed Man -
A Mass for Peace" by Karl Jenkins

On 7 June at 7.30pm the Auckland
premiere performance of

composer Karl Jenkins will be staged at
the Auckland Town Hall by three
combined choirs, full orchestra and
eight soloists. including a cellist, a boy
treble, a muezzin singer and a bugler.
The St Matthew's Chamber Orchestra
enlarged to approximately sixty players,
including five percussionists on a wide
variety of over twenty percussion
instruments, will accompany
approximately 150 singers from the
South Auckland Choral Society, the
Franklin Community Choir and Sing

"The Armed
Man - A Mass for Peace" by Welsh

Waiheke for this very important
occasion.

Karl Jenkins was commissioned in 1999,
by the Royal Armouries Museum in
Leeds in the UK,to compose a large
scale work to celebrate the Millennium,
and signal a time for hope that
worldwide warfare would come to an
end. He has chosen texts from the Bible,
well known writers and poets John
Dryden, Sir Thomas Malory, Jonathan
Swift, Alfred Lord Tennyson and Rudyard
Kipling, and interspersed these with
movements from the Latin Mass, text
from the ancient Indian wartime epic
the Mahabharata , an English-translated
poem by Toge Sankichi - a survivor of
the Hiroshima holocaust who wrote
about the firsthand experience of the
atomic bomb - and Guy Wilson, the
Master of the Royal Armouries

The concert will be conducted by lain
Tetley, who has conducted the South
Auckland Choral Society in a number of
large scale performances. lain has
been deputy conductor of Bach
Musica, and also conducts Musica
Sacra, with whom he has sung many
solo roles.

Musica Sacra

This year’s Easter performance, on Good
Friday, 21 March, will be Dietrich
Buxtehude's masterpiece Membra Jesu
Nostri (The Limbs of our Lord Jesus). We
have assembled a fine line-up of vocal
soloists: Pepe Becker, Kate Spence, lain
Tetley and Hadleigh Adams; and the
small instrumental group, led by
baroque specialist Graham McPhail, will
be made up of largely the same players
who attracted such positive reviews for
their performance at our Monteverdi
concert last November.

There will be two performances: 3.30pm
and 8.00pm. As ever on Good Friday,
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admission is free with a retiring collection
to help defray expenses.

Bach Musica

Bach’'s mighty St Matthew Passion his
longest and most elaborate work will be
performed by two choirs and two
orchestras of Bach Musica NZ , the Kristin
School Children’s Choir and a total of 13
vocal soloists and conducted by Rita
Paczian on March 16, 5pm, in the Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Parnell.

This musical masterpiece of profound
spirituality speaks to us of conscience,
courage, compassion, acceptance,
and hope. In this way, the music and
message belong to people of all eras
and faiths

All our vocal soloists have performed in
NZ and around the world. Henry Choo,
singing the most demanding role of
evangelist, is the new rising star of
Opera Australia. German baritone Hans-
Georg Wimmer performed regularly with
Musica Antiqgua Cologne and has
released various CDs for Deutsche
Grammophon and Cappriccio.

Grant Dickson has sung in just about all
of Europe’s leading opera houses. Gina

Sanders has just released her latest CD,
and Kate Spence and Dmitry Rusakov

are among NZ's most prominent young

singers. Their beautiful solo arias feature
solo flute, solo oboes and a rare viola

da gamba.

A special treat will be the two Bach
Musica choruses and  orchestras
performing in dialogue and as
combined forces.

Bookings at www.iticket.co.nz  or phone
(09) 361-1000.

General news “BREVE-ITIES”

South Auckland Choral has a new
website
www.southaucklandchoral.co.nz

Vocal and Instrumental scholarships are
available from the North Shore Harmony
Club for North Shore people. There is an
age limit of 24 years. Entries close 30
April.

For details and entry forms contact Jan
Judson,

Email : justacesnz@gmail.com

Next
Quarterly ...............

The next Quarterly will be in May. Please
email details for inclusion to the editor.
We welcome all articles you wish to
submit regarding concerts and events
as we attempt to support choirs and
their programmes in all their
endeavours. We are able to provide
assistance with advertising concerts in a
number of ways - Diary entry,
advertising in column form or as flyer
inserts ( costs as per below) or an article.
The WEBSITE(Www.nzcf-auckland.com )
publishes listings of our member choirs. If
you want something changed, contact
the Editor.
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Tenor and Bass Vacancies / Extra
Singers — Feb 2008

St Matthew’'s Vocal Ensemble, a professional
quartet, is currently seeking regular tenor and
bass singers for our 10 am Sunday services.

Fluent sight-reading, experience of sacred music
and strong vocal technique essential for this
soloistic group, already comprising 2 opera
singers, and for the very lively St Matthew’s
acoustic. Would suit vocal student or semi-
/professional singer.

Contract for 2008 includes a fee of $65 per
service, with rehearsals prior and one evening
per week (Mon/MWed). Extra services include
weddings (choral $100, solo $150).

Attendance is compulsory for all major festivals,
when the ensemble is augmented to an octet and
repertoire is accordingly more complex. Job-
sharing could be considered.

Other voices also sought for the extended group,
deputy list and concert series currently in
planning for 2008 / 2009.

Audition required — Monday, 17 March from 5
pm, times thc.

Prepare one solo piece, preferably sacred.

Contact Sue Elliott (Ensemble Leader):
Or Michael Bell (Music Director / Organist):

mcwbell@xtra.co.nz

5ing
terly .

DCIETY

ical

lar,

vorks

T T

conductors, soloists and instrumentalists.

Remuneration will be by negotiation.

career, should be sent to:
The Secretary

8B Nimrod Place
Bucklands Beach
AUCKLAND

e-mail jonescl@xtra.co.nz

Applications, together with a short CV of musical

4

(Postal: 187 Federal

. Street) Auckland 1001,
A4 ingedirod MBR Zealand

A5 insert: $50;
- Column-wide, bordered notice:
$25

- Editor: Judy Johansen
Phone (09) 4139 646

Email: starnjudy@orcon.net.nz
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